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What Makes a Great Teacher 
By Kellie B. from Tennessee 

 
Throughout school, students will learn many different things. However, how much students are 
able to learn depends on the teachers. The difference between a good teacher and great 
teacher is not the amount of money they spend on supplies for the classroom or about how 
easy they make the class. A great teacher has the ability to make learning fun, is able to provide 
help, and genuinely cares about his or her students and wants them to do well.  
  
First, for a teacher to be great, they have to make learning fun. Every student is not going to 
enjoy every subject; however, a great teacher is able to bring out a student’s want to learn. My 
favorite subject is by far not English, but my junior and senior English teacher went above and 
beyond to make sure that we were not only understanding the material but also that we would 
be prepared for our futures. This is a very important quality in a teacher, because students will 
leave the classroom with only the knowledge they have retained from their teachers. A great 
teacher makes sure their students are able to take the knowledge from the classroom to the 
real world, where they are able to apply it. 
 
Great teachers also come up with ways to make their subject more interesting to their 
students. Activities, power points, and games help teachers interact with their students while 
also increasing the student’s ability to understand the material. Teachers who make an impact 
on students go above and beyond the normal standard of teaching. Teachers who have made 
an impact on me have included review games in their teaching which allowed me to better 
grasp the material. 
  
Teachers are in a child’s life for only a few semesters; however, they have the chance to make 
an impact on how a student lives forever. Many students enter a classroom nervous about 
many different things including the opinions of the teacher as well as other students. A great 
teacher creates an environment where discussion from the entire class is encouraged. Allowing 
students to open up and find themselves is one of the best things a teacher can do. When 
students are allowed to find and figure out their own opinions, they can become their own 
person, which is a great accomplishment for a teacher.  
  
In conclusion, a great teacher is an amazing asset to have. Not only do teachers have an impact 
on students in the classroom, they have the ability to make an impact on students for the rest 
of their lives. Great teachers allow students to grow in their classroom as well as go above and 
beyond in the way they teach. Great teachers adjust the way they teach to their students, and 
they may include games or discussions in their teaching. When teachers allow discussion in 
their classroom they allow students to have the ability to grow as a person. Great teachers help 
build confident productive students who can function outside of their classrooms; without our 
great teachers, great students may not exist. 


